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What is the
Inter-University Exchange Project
(Africa)?

This program is a project implemented by the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) of Japan that aims to train scholars
who can play an active role on the international stage and to strengthen the
international capabilities of university education. Every year, exchange
programs take place between Japan and various regions and countries, and
beginning in the 2020 academic year, exchange programs with Africa are also
finally being offered.




Conservation medicine is a new academic field that has spread rapidly around
the world since 2000. Environmental changes caused by human activities and
the health problems caused by infectious diseases and pollutants are issues
that need to be solved worldwide. Conservation medicine is based on the
concept of One Health, which considers "health" to be the health of humans,
animals, ecosystems, society, and the entire planet. To promote conservation
medicine, it is necessary to encourage cooperation between various fields,
including medicine, ecology, veterinary medicine, engineering, agriculture,
economics, earth science, informatics, literature, and anthropology. These
fields are interdisciplinary and diverse, transcending the boundaries between
humanities and sciences.

Under the "Inter-University Exchange Project by MEXT," Hokkaido University
will implement an international educational exchange program for graduate
students interested in international conservation medicine. The program will be
conducted with the University of Zambia, which has a history of about 40 years
of exchange with Hokkaido University. Students from the University of Zambia
who come to study in Japan will gain access to Japanese laboratories and be
exposed to cutting-edge research in conservation medicine.




While focusing on field research, which is one of the characteristics of
Hokkaido University, we aim to train and cultivate the following student:

who are willing to engage in future collaborations between Africa and Japan,
with the awareness that promoting this collaboration will contribute to
solving global infectious disease, environmental, and food production
problems.

who not only have excellent knowledge and skills in their specialized fields,
but also have excellent international sensibilities, who can actively
collaborate with people from different fields and overlook international
conflicts to contribute to One Health.

who can communicate with veterinary universities, research institutes,
government agencies, hospitals, and companies in various countries with the
aim of controlling infectious diseases, protecting the environment, and
ensuring food safety.
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